his music.
This happy childish life, chastened only by the
tremors which both children felt when taken by
their governess in the morning and at bedtime into
the stern presence of their mother, did not last very
long for Honore.    When he was eight years old
(his sister says seven, but this seems to be a mistake),
there was a sudden change in his life, as the home
authorities decided that it was time his education
should begin in good earnest.    He was therefore
taken from the day school at Tours, and sent to
the semi-military college founded by the Oratorians
in the sleepy little town of Vendome.    On page 7
of the school record there is the following notice:
" No. 460.    Honore Balzac, age de  huit  ans  un
mois.    A  eu  la  petite verole,  sans   infirmite's.
Caractere sanguin, s'echauffant facilement, et sujet
a quelques fievres de chaleur.    Entre au pensionnat
le   22   juin,   1807.      Sorti,   le   22    aout,   1813.
S'adresser a M. Balzac, son pere, a Tours." *    Thus
is summed up the character of the future writer of
the " Comedie Humaine," and there was apparently
nothing remarkable or precocious about the boy, as
his quick temper is his most salient point in the
eyes of his masters.   It will be noticed, too, that
* " Balzac au College," by Champfleury.thought the chatterbox was tired. In all ways, however, he was in these days a very ordinary child, devoted to fairy stories, fond of the popular nursery amusement of making ups in the Micawber family. In spite of the friction on the subject of Madame
